Silent struggle of survivors breaking free from domestic violence
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PETALING JAYA: It began slowl
for Melizsa. First, ahe was mﬁr
to'pay for the house, then the car,
and then almost everything else.
she-and her hiesband
were working, the 43-year-
olel found  hersell carrying the
financial burden of the household.
‘Whenever she rajsed questions
about money, she was shouted at
o7 sla )
“At £, 1 was in denlal I
thought whatever he decided was
o meake things easier for the fom-

ily. Even when he physically hurt

mie, 1 believed it was justified

mm 1 must have done some-
wrong” she said.

The abuse stayed behind closed
doors for mone than 10 vears. It
wis when her children became
targets that she réali=ed she had
to take conirod,

“When my children tried  to
dafend me by i my-side
of the family, he became mare
abusive. He even wanted to hit
thism,” she said.

Melissa, who divorced her abu-
sive fﬁ.uz-e five vears ago; notesd
that abuse intensified after

she uneovered his infidelity.

“He at first, but then
he cony seeing other women
and began treating me as i1 wene
the gne at far.

It weas painfl because 1 hod 1o
work extra howrs (0 pay off loans
while he went out dating other
peaphe,” sald Melizza, who wished

pbe hid witrned her about her
oermer husband's emper.

Undife: Melissa, who had sup-
Ert many others have been less

rtunate,

On Aug 16, 2024, Mohd Azzoan
Ahmad, 30, was charged with
beating and pushing his wife, Kor

Divanah Ahmad, 32, into a ravine
af the East-West Highway along
the Gerik-Jeli route in Perak.

Mohd Arzuan akso faced a
charge of criminal intimidagion
for allegedly threatening her in a
vehicle whibe travelling towards
Kualn Kangsar,

In November Lt year, Ros-
maini Abd Raof was sentenced fo
10 years' imprisonment for
assanliting his second wife, jahidah
Nordin, who was pregnant at the
time, af a residence in Larkin,
Johior, in 2021, However, the sen-
tence was stoved pending appeal.

Jahickah sustained serious inju-

rieg, which included brain haem-
orrhages that necessitated the
removal of a portion of her skull,
along with fractures to her jaw,

5h e Hlii? h

e garve birth fo o baby boy-in
November 2021. Now 48 she
remains bedridden,

For survivors ke Meliszn, Jem-
Ing was not a single dectsion but a
gradunl awakening,

“I readised that i€ 1 didn't stopir,
my childeen would grow up
thin the situation was nor-
mial, 1 't want them o believe
EDE_ME comes with fear,™ she



